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Intended 
Learning 

Outcomes 

At the end of this seminar participants will 

have: 

 Discussed the role of classroom community feeling 

in distance vs. face-to-face learning environments. 

 Seen examples of how to adapt new lecture capture 

technologies at UoM to build and enhance the sense 

of classroom community among distance learning 

cohorts. 

 Examined the role of distance learning within the 

University’s 2020 framework.  

 Seen examples of possible uses for 360 VR 

technology within distance learning. 



Egyptology 
Online @ 

Manchester 



Course 
development 

1. Face-to-face evening classes (1970s-1990s) 

2. Postal distance learning course (1990s-early 2000s) 

3. Basic online course without lectures (2005) 

4. First recorded lectures introduced (2008) 

5. Interactive lectures included then dropped (2008) 

6. Complete suite of online learning materials (several 

hundred lectures, discussion boards, activities and 

formal essays) (2010-current) 

7. Introduction of an online Masters of Egyptology 

(starting 2019) 



What percent of stu-
dents at UK universities 
are enrolled in distance, 
flexible or distributed 
learning? 

POLL 



Traditional 

On-Campus 

Students 

83% 

Distance, 

Flexible and 

Distributed 

Learning 

17% 

Source: Higher Education Student Date 2016/17 (https://www.hesa.ac.uk/data-and-analysis/students/where-from) 

Distance Learning 
Student Numbers 
(United Kingdom) 



Lectures in 
Distance Learning: 

Part of a Bigger 
Picture 

“The delivery of course programmes is a significant 

challenge for distance learning tutors. The traditional 

lecture comprises the most common method of providing 

higher education learners with information (Fry et al., 

2003) however, this does not generally translate well into 

online learning (Weller, 2002). Placing material on the 

Internet and merely providing materials for tuition is not 

sufficient for learning: better use must be made of 

technology (Chee, 2002). In addition, the needs of the 

learner must be addressed otherwise online learning will 

not produce successful results (Willis, 1994; Hamid, 

2002).” 

N. Croft, A. Dalton and M. Grant. 2010. ‘Overcoming Isolation in Distance 

Learning: Building a Learning Community through Space and Time’ in 

Journal for Education in the Built Environment 5/1, 27-64. 



Instructional 
designs, directed 
facilitation and 

classroom 
community 

“In a general sense, when students reported effective 

instructional design and organization and “directed 

facilitation” of discourse, as defined by the teaching 

presence section of the instrument, they were more likely 

to report higher levels of learning community, as 

measured by the Classroom Community Scale.” 

 

P. Shea. 2006. ‘A Study of Students’ Sense of Learning Community in Online 

Environments’ in Journal of Asynchronous Learning Networks 10/1, pg. 41. 

 



Teaching 
strategies 

1. Passive learning (recorded lectures) 

2. Facilitated discourse (Blackboard 

discussion boards actively monitored by 

tutors) 

3. Independent learning (Essays and other 

assignments) 



Off-Campus vs. 
On-Campus 

Students 

“We will ensure that off-campus students receive a 

leading and distinctive higher education 

experience, which mirrors that provided to our 

on-campus students, with appropriate and 

equivalent levels of support for distance-learning 

students during and after their studies.” 

 

Goal 2 Outstanding Learning and Student Experience: Our Strategy 

for Teaching, Learning and the Student Experience, p. 5 “Global 

Awareness”  



Lecture Recording 
Techniques 

Emulating face-to-face lectures 







From Traditional to New 
Lecture Recording 

Technique: The Student 
Feedback 



Question: I have watched the 
two recorded lectures:   (1) 
New format, given by Nicky 
and accompanied by PDF of 

the lecture (2) Traditional 
format, slightly upgraded, 
given by Joyce. In terms of 

presentation, I prefer: 
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2018 LECTURE SURVEY 

RESULTS 



“The new format gives 

online students the 

experience of a real 

lecture theatre.”  

 “…the new format enables 

me, as a distance student, for 

more 'on campus’ feel in the 

sense that I can 'go to a 

lecture'. So it allows me to 

feel more connected to the 

course.” 

“I felt that the new 

format seemed like 

being at an actual 

lecture and allows the 

speaker to be more 

natural and expressive. 

It also helps to make a 

connection between 

student and tutors 

which is important in 

distance learning.” 

 “By seeing the lecturer in a 

lecture hall environment, 

moving or at least in a  more 

natural position, it is some 

what more 'real' and better 

at retaining attention.” 

“I definitely prefer the new 

format. Experiencing the 

lecturer in his "natural 

habitat" is so much more 

rewarding. :)” 

“I prefer the 

new format as 

well and I like 

the feeling of 

actually being 

given a 

lecture.”  



I don't see any advantage of this hi-

technology in term of lecture for the 

distance learner, sometime when 

Nicky point laser to something onto 

the slide on the wall it doesn't show 

on the right hand scene, so we don't 

know what he want to emphasize 

because the camera just catch a 

human not a slide. 

I found the volume of Nicky's lecture 

very low. I wear headphones but I had 

everything up to 100%. It was a bit 

annoying that he used a pointer that you 

couldn't see in the first half of the 

lecture. 

The lecture with Joyce was comfortingly 

familiar and something I was and am 

perfectly happy with. I like that you can 

see her, and have pictures presented 

and salient points listed throughout 

The small size of the images in 

Nicky's lecture is the biggest 

drawback to that system. It is MUCH 

clearer on the PDF. I am not a big fan of 

wandering around lecturers. It may 

seem more natural to the lecturer, but it 

distracting to the viewer. 

 It's a close run thing. The new style 

is very appealing but the balance 

of lecturer/main screen is awkward. 



Podcast Recording for 
Distance Learning 

Technological Challenges 



Intended vs. 
Actual Usage 

 University of Manchester podcasting designed to: 

 Record scheduled face-to-face lectures. 

 Upload recordings to a known course code/cohort. 

 Require little to no editing. 

 Be supplementary to attending face-to-face lectures. 

 Using podcast recordings for distance learning 

requires: 

 Recording of non-scheduled/non-time-tabled lectures. 

 Recording of lectures in advance often without knowing 

course codes and prior to student arrival. 

 Requires more extensive editing (due to brevity of online-

only lectures). 

 Be the primary lecture format for the cohort. 



Step-by-step 
guide to using 

podcast 
recordings for 

distance learning 

1. Book room and recording through 

https://podcast.its.manchester.ac.uk/PodcastSchedule

/ and the CTS website (or email CTS team). Remember 

to book both audio and video recording. 

2. Record lecture. 

3. Use video editor link to download the lecture (right-

click on video screen and press ‘Save Video As’ – do 

not edit or publish the video). 

4. Use iMovie or similar video editing software to trim 

and edit the lecture as required. 

5. Upload finished lecture to hosting site (Vimeo or 

YouTube) and drop into Blackboard. 

https://podcast.its.manchester.ac.uk/PodcastSchedule/
https://podcast.its.manchester.ac.uk/PodcastSchedule/


Integrating VR recording 
into distance learning  



Virtual reality 

 VR (Virtual Reality) can be integrated with some 

success into distance learning. 

 Provides students with the ability to ‘be there’. 

 360 Degree VR cameras are currently undergoing trials 

at the University of Manchester. 

 Stationary camera captures multiple high-res videos 

(and directional audio) which are ‘stitched together’ to 

form an immersive experience. 

 Can be viewed on three platforms: 

 Traditional VR headsets (or Google Cardboard) 

 Smartphones 

 Computers 

 Allows students a degree of freedom to interact and 

engage with the finished videos. 







Statue of the Admiral Psamtek 

(called Hor) from Bubastis 

(Manchester Museum) 





Main points 

 Using podcasting stream capture to record lectures for 

distance learning cohorts has a number of benefits over 

traditional recording styles: 

 It can be entirely self-contained lessening strain on 

eLearning teams for editing and booking. 

 It allows the students a more ‘realistic’ lecture-hall 

experience. 

 It dovetails with the Manchester 2020 objectives 

regarding on- and off-campus student experience. 

 While the technology is perfectly functional at present, 

further developments will bring improvements. 

 Using 360 VR cameras represent a potential avenue for 

providing off-campus students with a wealth of 

immersive experiences and bettering their student 

experience. 


